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Trophy was a temporary installation created in the Cast Courts of the V&A Museum; the museum wished to engage with ceramics in a unique way and to encourage interest in non-traditional approaches to material specialist interests. Clare Twomey’s installation comprised 4000 birds made from Wedgwood Jasper blue clay displayed throughout the Cast Courts; the work considered the nature of the building and its historic role, to permanently hold a valuable collection for public view. The birds could be taken away, creating a unique activity in the context of the museum: visitors were able to effectively steal an object from the V&A’s collections. By collaborating with Wedgwood in their production, Twomey attributed a sense of history and worth to each individual bird; the audience perceived them as precious and desirable. Twomey’s work encouraged the audience to consider the role of the museum and how objects arrive at, and become part of, the museum’s collections; ‘Trophy’ raised awareness of the breadth and diversity of ceramic practice. 

As part of the installation, Twomey invited visitors to send through images and excerpts of what had happened to the birds: she received hundreds of emails and pictures that clearly communicated the thought given to this institutionalised mass theft at the V&A.

Two emails in particular emphasised this sustained interaction:

I chose this particular bird because I liked the cobalt colour – which reminds me of the decoration on the traditional Japanese ceramics I collect – the jaunty angle of the tail, and its particularly sharp beak. He’s now living on my bookshelf with other miscellaneous objects, including Japanese and Indian gods, a Statue of Liberty cow and pink Eiffel tower.

I took the bird cause I really like the pointed beak and the tail. This breed of bird looked like it was a more proud bird, defending its patch. So it will continue to do that in my bedroom!

Its new home for a while will be in Willesden!

